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MARCUS - EDDIE-SHARP &
H5M: When did SHARP start and what was the
intention of starting it?

MARCUS: May of 1985 was the siart of SHARP
and hasically 1t was n answer 10 all the
negatrve media the skinheads were getting. |
Was ick and Lired of being Ihreatencd. being
called a nazi. | had my lile threatened 1 [ew
times, ke on suDways. things |ike that, My
[riends have been called nazie. And | just
ligured something had to he done fo stop (he
growth of white power and that whole
movewent, Ueaically, the reason 0 was setling
hig was because people thought that that was
rhe way |t vas imeant) 1o be, and it was like 4
big trend. and | ligured f somebody furned
around and did something the opposite. and
showed the truth-showed (hat skinhead had
nothing to do with nazi. nothing lo do with
white power. A lot of these people follow it
iusl Lo follow something thal they Lhink iy cool,
Waks up and realize what the truth s

BSM:Have you gotten a lot of positive [esdback?

MARCUS: Yeah. weve gotten a lot of positive
feedback. Weve had some negative [ccdback,
too, of courss. As far as SHARF's growth
concerned, we ve gone all across the country
and we have chapters in the UK. We have in
Wales, we have a few chapters in England, we
have one in Ireland. were getting-theres a
chapter that's going 1o be opening in Germany.
We have chapters in places whers you wouldn t
think there'd be one, like San Francisco, and
other areas of California It's pretty strong. It's
growing. It's not just SHARP. there are other
groups, too, and it'y just the whole attitude 1%
becoming more prevalent on the skinhead
scene. A lot of people are getting back to the
roots of skinheads, y'know, back to the 60's,
when skinhead was real. Being that they had
nothing to de with nazi, and (L was actually
quite Lthe oppomite. More people are getting into
that, so that side is growing, and, of course, the
other nazi boneheads ars decreasing.

BSM:Does  SHARP  believe in  non-violent
confrontaton?

MARCUS: Ne.

BSM:Not at all?

MARCUS:Well, I'll put it this way. Most people
that | tnow in SHARP, and | think | can speak
lor everybody, we doa't believe in mindless
vistence, (or stopid ressoas. If there's 2 reason
and it's 2 righteous ressen, then, y know, we
live in a viclend world and violence is
necessary, There are people whe only
undersmind yoch things.

BSM:What TY shows or specials focusing on
tkinheads did you participats in and how do
you think they went?

MARCUS:We were on Geraldo, we were on People
Are Talking, we were even on Morton Downey
very early on. They all went poorly. We were
promised A lol and we were delivered very
little. Bamically, they just dont really care
about our side, The media really cares about

the oegative stull. They don ¥ant 10 hear
about zood thangs that kids, especially buds,
the good things that kids are doing. That s why
we never have anything like that on the news
There s plenty of good stull goind on. They just
want 1o report what people are gonna Zasp
about-go oohl’ and sanl

BSM:| heard there's a price on your head ls that
frue?

MARCUS: I've haard a lot of things about that, but
| dont take them very seriousiy. [t doesn(
bother me. | don t worry about 1t [ they want
me, | mean. it's not that hard o get we ([ they
really want me, come and get me.

BSM.Du you get & lob of Lhrcuts?

MARCUS: Yeah, | guess so. But, like | sad, it
doesn t bother me at all. White power wuups
and while aryan groups and the what-not,
people think they re a lot larger and a ot
stronger thea they really are. Mostly hecauss
they det a lot of publicity, they get & lol of
attention. If you get a lot of attention, people
think you re very large, v know, But a lot of it
is.. .theyre very wsmall. They re not very
organized. 50 you'll get a threal (hat rhey re
gonna coms down and get you and usually thay
never show up. !5 nol really somethiog you
have 10 worry about. We re stronger then them
anyway, The righteous will always win out in
the end

BSM:0n the [lyer it mentions “True Skinhead’,
Can you give me a definition of a “True
Skinhead 7

MARCUS:Well. were gomng 10 get inlo an area
here that's really tricky. because most of the
people involved in SHARP are traditionalist
skinheads. We re like “Ska Skinheads”, 50 the
{nct 15 “Ska Skinheads® are uvsually the most
preientious skinheads, and ||l use thal term
com it's the truth. We believe that there s only
one type of skinhead that's “true’, and that's
the one that follows the same wuy azx the
skinheads in 69. That's why we use the phrase
“Spirit of '69". where you listen Lo ska and
rocksiesdy and blucbest and soul. That is the
traditional skinhead music. The skinhead
music now, and |'m not saying you cant like
other types of music, | like some Oi and some
other kinds of stull, but we understand that the
troe skinhesd music is ska. We believe in the
style and the attitude. And throughout the
years and (dve to) different (actors. . thers have
been other [actions that have kind of splintered
oll and gone on different wxys. But like | smid,
were pretentious. We don t recognize them as
baing trus skinhesds. As [ar as nazi boosheads
are concerned, | wouldn t even think of calling
them skinheads.

EDDIE:The thing that started with nazis is cus
skinheads got so big and people [rom America
heard about the violence, just the media heard
about the nazi violence. So they got into it in
America. so they thought that that was
skinheads. They decided to go about ind be
nazis. When stinheads started [istening Lo ska,
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thev came from Aude Rovs. Rude dovs came
[rom jamaica. Lhey were mostly Diack. and they
came in ¥ith the mugic of ska. That s who were
the skinheads-ihe original mods and 'the rude
noy$

MARCUS:S50 basically you rould say that the

skinhead life was basically the admiration of

black music. S0 for people to think that
tkinhead came from white power or [rom
wvhatever
EDDIE:Or even from punk rock.
MARCUS:Or even (rom punk rock. theyre

completely wrong. In my opinion, the punk rock
movemen! did 2 lot of damage o the skinhead
wovemcnt  ovvause 11 fntroduced 4 Tot of
influences that the mixture just dwdnt do
cight Iv just cause 4 Lot of problems,

EDDIE:Mom people would yee us a8 punk rocks,

but skinheads have absolutely nothing to do
with punk rock. Skinheads are the working
class. Keeo clean, represent what we wear,
Like, when we wear our clothes, il represents
what we believe in. We wear workbouls and
wockjeans and thai represenis that were
vorking class. Punk rock Is. .lheyre llke into
shocking the world, and we ra not into shocking
the worid. We re just into deing ourselves. This
1 2 way of life. That's ihe way we ra gonna be.

MARCUS:Yeah. Mest ska skins, we have very
modermie beliefs. Were not radicals in any
way. If you study subcultures, and there have
been a lot of subcultures. each subculture,
although people Liy to deny it, have their own
siatus yymbols, and their own very defined
ways of being and acting. That's the way il is
with stinhead . and even more so0, cos like
Eddie said, skinbeads came [rom ihe mods. Il
was whea the mods becams long-hairs and they
started getting kinda hippyish, the ones that
were called hard mods’ became skinhsads. One
thing about ihe mod movement was (hat Lhey
wers very specilic about tha way they lookad,
the wiy Lhey scicd, wint wmusic Lhey listened
0. and Lhey wers exiremely pretentious about
it. 50 that kinda carried on to Lhe skinhead, We
believe in il being a straight, specific way, and
that's the way we re comloriable with it. That's
what makes us happy. It may oot be [or
eveybody. That s {ine. | don't think everybody
should be a skinhead. | don't try to [orce il on
people. | have lots of [riends whe arent
skinheads and that's [ine, because | see them
for what they are. a8 people. Bul the way [ see
1t 19 if a person wants to be a akinhead, ba a
skinhead properly.

BSM:On tha (tyer. you bhad mantioned a “skinhead
movement”. How are skinheads 4 wovement?

MARCUS: | believe it's moce of 2 subcultore. It's
hard (o pick 2 proper term, but | believe it's
more of 2 subculture.

BSM:Alse on the [lyer, skinheads are described
a5 “generally hard workting. pairiotic men and
women with respectable beiels and morals " Are
there rigidly wset morals and beliefs that
tkinheads (ol low?
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HARCUS:No. | mean 1hat basically we All share 1
sumilar background. we re nto vimilar types ol

things. We do share very similar morals. | see
them a3 just being proper morals, that anv
tood person would have. Dont litter. dun !
rtenl

FSM-What s Broce Kreitmans relation 1
SHARP?

MARCUS:He has none. No relation [0 SHAKP

BSM:Thank vou

MARCUS:| could go on about it, but |'d really
rather not
led. note:Bruce had given aa interview for

another mag saying he was (n SHARP + was jumt
pretty dumb. |

BSM:1s SHARP planning more benelit shows?

MARCUS:Well, we had a benefit Saturday, April

I3t It weat really well. We had S bands play
and at least 250 people showed up. We packed
the place (Downtown Beirut |1), and the place
really didnt (it that many people, but we
managed (o get (hem in there. We re planning
on having more soon, yes. We made money and
were gonna make T-shirts with i, mors
paiches. and we're gonna pul oul a lanzine
that's gonna coms oot every month. It's gonna
be called “Double Parrel”. It's basically..it's
not 1001 for just SHARP propaganda Ity a
skin-zine. and it's made by us, 30 of covrye iU's
gonna have 2 lot of SHARP stuoffl in it It's
basically like » ska-zine. I's gonna have some
01 italea,

BSM:No Hardcore?

MARCUS:Well, we re not really into hardcore, so
iU's pod gonna reallv have il (L reflecty us.

BSM:What is SHARP 3 stance on the iswues of
h hobia and fag-bashing. which are preily
much esvocixted & lot with skinheads?

MARCUS:Well, | cam speak agun for all my
friends 1a SHARP and sary thai we doa | believe
in that sert of thing Some of us may not like it,
y'inow, the homosexmal lifestyls, but it's the
type of thing where you just live and let live |
personally have nothing against whai anybody
clae docs, and we ve talked to other people in
other states who ve been inieresied in being 10
SHARP and when we lind out that they ve been
lag-bashing, a8 il's called, or homosexual-
bashing ., we try te discourage it and tell them
iU's not 2 cood thing 10 do. 1t's kinda stupid. It's
very immature.

BSM:What other groups have you worked with in
and out of New York?

MARCUS:Well, we're aflilisted with SPEAR in
Boston. We ve been alfiliated with the AFF here
in NY. Who else? ARMY USAR, bers in
Brookiyn...

BSM:ARA?

MARCUS:Yeah, the ARA in Chicago and
Minneapolis. I'm sure I'm forgetling 2 fot of
other people. But theres a lot of other
anti-racist groups and most of them are with
skinheads. Were also in contact with people
overseas. IU's not just here. The thing that's
important and that | iry (o stress 3 (hat




MARCUS, Con'T

s . were not a4 litle minority.  Most
skinheads oul there arg anti- racist. Even in
couniries, even in states and countries where
people think that “Oh. they re supposed to be

nazi”. like California We have a chapter in San
Francisce end ithat's wyupposed 1o be w0
noforious lor being white power In England-
ve have many chapters of SHARP in England.
And (hat's supposed (0 be notoricus for white
power. Tha more peopls know about this, the
less...ihe sironger we get and the less white
power people are there. Like | said before. 2 lot
of these little kids get into while power
beczuse they think it's 2 strong thing, ¥ know
They think that's what you have (o be in order
to be part of it, thal to be 2 real skinhead.
When in fact that's net true. The more they
lemrn about it they get ot of it, and thals
what we re hoping for.

BSM:ix there amything lefl vnsaid that you d want
to say}

MARCUS:1 don't tnow Besically, | just think. to
coin & phrase, don'{ judge 3 book by il cover,
and gat all Lha (acts belore you judge on people
And anybedy oul Ihere who's while power,
who's 2 nazi, thinks they re a skinhead, just
&ive it up, forget i1, Just like dont cven call
yoursell a skinhead. because you re not. And.
ro touch on the violence again, a lol of people
think we're oot willing lo back our words with
violence. but there's plenty of evidence vul
there (o show that s not true. The way | feel
1% |1l 4o W the grave lor what | believe in. This
is something | feel sirongty about about, and if
| have to get into a big ript over my beliels as
far as SHARP go or gng else, well. then,
that's what's gonna happen, If theres a
confrontstion between while- power people and
ourselves, were all for il. | mean, we want (0
show people who are nazis and while power that
they re not weicome. In the past, we ve heard
them szy "Well, we don t go around pushing our
views”, but then after 5 minutes they'll turn
around and do exactly what they say they doa L
do. S0 when they cry “Ist amendment, (9t

mmendment”, yknow, | believe in the (st
amendment, but they 1urn around and
coniradict (hemseives and (hat s happened lo
us maoy limes. [U's getten to the point where,
when (hey cry °Ist amendment”, |'m gonna
asume thal they won'( mean it, that theyre
foll of shit, znd we just basically have to show
ihem that theyre not weicome. Like | snid,
some of (hem only vederviand violence, and if
fhat s what thay have o understand them yow
have (o Lalk thewr linge. [t's valortunats. bul we
five in @ violeol worid and (hat's [ife.
I55M llow womld somesne go about (oining SHARP?
MARLUSOK, bt § really imporiant because a
lot of people have heen asking us “How do yvou
ein?” Basically, if you mgree willi our vicws
and you re willing te back those views up, and
vou re willing o be beisterous aboul it, then
you re part of SHARP. Write 1o us We Il send
you inlormation. | know weve Leen [(alling
behind on our mail, bUL TNAL S UST Decause ve
get 2 lot. and it s hard (or us to answer it ail.
But we |l get 10 vou. and we || be sending the
{anzine oul to people. We re gonna distribute it
everywhere in the US and other places.so..
we re gonna have & history of SHARP in i1, we re
#0083 [alk about being part of SHARP and it'll
‘g9 inlo il in more depth. So, lookout lor i1, Like
I smd, it's a belied, IU's pot redlly just ke a
gang. IU's nol an orgamization. Il you believe in
It, then you re part of it.
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TROY-Nationalist Skinhead Front

BSM:Are you still in the Anti-Fascist Skinhead

League?

TROY:No. (hat died. | formed the NSF aiter. The

AFSL just wasnt going anywhere, A fot of
people were jining (hat vere bringing in ideas
and influences that | just didn ( care for. [t had
nothing to do with the skinhead movemeni. ‘e
weren | even really able (o get into anti- naxism.
This  was mainly lor pespierio come in and
complain, and it just wesa | workiog out.

$0..] ¢nded (L. The NSF I8 pasically x
for troe skins. | mesn. we soppart  SHARP  and
any other groups that light racism, Thars  all

. there 13 to L.

BSM:Can you give me a definition of a “True
Skinhead "7

TROY:-Well. my definitien? Or the definition...

ESM:Either way, yoors, or that of your group.

TROY:Well, theres ac least several dilferent
slofies aboot what a2 skinhesd s, but the
accepled story lor the time being isskinhead
who 1 inis ska, basically working clusw, tends
lo have a very closed |ifestyle based on
Jamaican wosic and Britsh working clums
lashions aod aititudes. On the other hand, if
you remily want 1o go deep, deep, deep inle il,
skinheads have existed since the [930's,
always bssicalty working class, always
antl government, but basically antl peogle who
oppress working pesple. It was always [abor
But for the Lime being we |l stick to the]
ska, worting class skinhead of the mid-bd 1, or
what | term up British Traditionalists. Now
that doesa’| say we have 1o be British, but we
lollow British tradition.

BSM:Being 2 skinhead, with ail the publicity
about nazis, do you get 2 lot of threats from
nazris or (rom people whe think you re a naz
because you're a skin?

TROY:Well. thremis (rem oazis, that's io be
expecied. People will always threaten skins
wether Lhey re aazi or noo-nazi just because of
the fact that we're dilferent. 50 IU's not even a
matler of being 2 omzi or not. Being a skin,
basically it means you have o deal with,
y Enow, all the subcultures that are against you
becavse you re just plan diflerent. Of course,
since the recent media explomion of the
skinhead movementi. there's been ncrcased
violence against skinbeads. nazi or nol-nazi.

BSM:is the NSF non-violent confrontation?

Wakes us just as equal 23 they are. But. | don |
llm_ll. that 2oy Amevican should have 10 hide
their [ace. |ower (heir head, run when they see
these people. Youw re an American, use your
right s an Americaa 10 $tand vour ground.
Aayoos who says tha lhay would oot do uo,

£etLing, you have (o chevse sides,
BSM:Troy, you were oa Geraldo. and a couple
ocher shows, as
movwen 1
Well. | wasn't om any of the ofher shows.
The Geraide show? It weat 23 well as could be
expecied. because ook at the way they did it
Thers were 5 of oa, incloding Marcus and Gwen
from SHARP. and seme people who just
hppemluu—lhlmdidlwm.
but there were |3 supporters representing
white power (actions. || was a very lopided
show. They were looting for 2 fight, because if
you look 2 the Lapes reaity well, Eobert Haick

of
lar #8 | know. How do you think

Mﬂnﬂl-immmmgmm
an“du,lﬂlnnnlmm

whore irying lo cawse rilfls between the
anti-racist grovps, you're giving Metzger more
power ibem you really believe. Thai is whai
they wani. dissension between people who
Oppose ihem. A chaim is oaly as sirong as ity
weakest link. If we dea ¢ stand strong with each
other. then we've already lost.

USM:Do you have aa NSF logo or anything | can
oxe in the erticle?

TROY:Ne. You have 1o keep il quiet, cos if
anybedy dess anything it comes back I one

something cverybedy s implicated, wether they
did it or el The cops look at it as just another
wang. They 1l pull saybody who's got il, even if
melit“mrrlmlf-llrl
part of ibe growp. Sa. you have o be careful
The cops dea ¢ want radicals to have any kind
of power, Everyone in this room. they have our

show. | saw i They said that were
radicals. They got Metzger 3, and they dont
consider us as dangerous. but Lhey consider us
dangerous. They fousd out that | m a socinlist
and they c ihat like tr

sedition 2 years ago. Fuock i1

0k T/}zﬁ‘?‘s TRoY,.oF
N#{FMWWS*EBWEO‘?
SHARP. ALL REPLYs Sihup
OF SEvT T THEM A
ADRESS W THE LowER LAVT
QRVER .

illowed (hem (o come oo 50 whai h was
inevitable, there's me way it could've been
stopped. H-v-wml-humh.ﬂe
Insisied oo having ae eatire crew of thes and a
lew of os and that's what bappens. If you want
[0 be techaical, the only bad thing about it is
that if SHARP iries to. SHARP was allempling
o prove (hat (here are more anti-nazi skins
lhea thers arw nmxi, it tha way they gave the
ﬂwmuuna-,}uuau 13 of them, it
ul.-th-l-tlhﬂdn-nrmthnu
are. And in my opinion, Lhere are more
nazi-sking thea there are 000-na21. becavse of
the simple fact that & lot of the true skim
tilther dea'| speak omt or they doa't lend (o
make (hemseives koown, | mean, [ still believe
that 75T of the skinkead ®ovemenl loday. since
the 70's, has aiways been neo-nazis. There will
always be contiogeats of true 3kins, but wntif
we completely wipe owt. until racism dies out,
which il mever will, (here's alwsys gonna be
Lhis lovsided effect and there s not (00 much we
can do abewt it. Except show that we re not
§onna (olerate i,
BSM:Are sk inheads 2 ‘movemeni 7
TROY:I would hope 39, |'q consider it a waste of
=y lime if it wasa't. Thet's the resson | got 1ato
it. | was inte punk-when | ¥as inte punk, it
—us_klddiﬂu.l‘hua:h-r-ml
did it. Skinhesds represent working class
People, who just happen 1o listen 1o 1ka music,
happen to dress a particular wvay. The boots
represent worting class. Lovis are nol [ashion
items. They are new, bug they were working
14t 31 The times the skins vore (hem. Flight
lackets, again. were very cheap when skins wore
them. They originally wore dungaree jackets
that were very inexpensive. They were working
flothes. Skinheads are 2 vorking stance, People
who do aot agree wilh that zre (ashion viclima
They should leave ihe movemen: because (hey
don t know what the sssence of e That s ary
0pinion. and | could be wrong. [t & my opinion.
BSM:As (ar a8 yoorsell and Your organization,
how do you srand on fag-vashing and
homophobia!
TROY:Any skinhead who [ag-bashes 13 a
homophobic asshoie and | can 1 s3y that enough
I you have s Prwve your seauslily by beating
o0 another person hecause aof their sexual

Persoa you're beating on.

[0 prove himsell in (hat manner, A
-kn-“mhcuuddnunih-nup
out of his way (o prove himsell in such 2 vay,
And. | mean. | do net advocate it, and | sdvocats
bashing skins (hat fag-bash,

BSH-.I; Ihere znyihing (oriher you want to say or
add

TROY-OK. I'll say this such. To all se-cal led
non-racist skins whe are non-racist who are
Irying 10 split thiogs vp between the NSF and
SHARP, you're wasting yeur time. All those
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